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ACCES Workshop and AGM: ‘Exhibiting Egypt: Ancient Histories, Modern Interpretations’ 

Monday 28th November 2016, 1-5pm Manchester Museum 

 

This workshop brought together museum professionals and researchers to hear presentations on 

recent gallery projects across the UK (‘Reflections on Recent Redevelopments’) and offered an 

opportunity to share personal experiences on the practicalities of designing displays on the popular 

theme of ancient Egypt. Ongoing redisplay and research projects across the UK were also presented 

(‘New exhibition plans’), with the aim of broadening discussion and exchanging ideas.  

The audience comprised museum practitioners from national, University and regional museums, 

together with researchers in Egyptology and Biomedical Egyptology. Discussions were lively and 

covered a range of topics, including the ethics and practicalities of displaying uncontextualized objects 

and human remains, using relevant archival material to enhance displays, and how science and 

research can help to reveal the stories of objects in local collections. Advice on tackling practical issues 

of space and visitor flow when designing a new gallery were also discussed (Gina Laycock, Carolyn 

Routledge). 

 

Heba Abd el-Gawad 
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Two particular discussion threads ran throughout the workshop, which are applicable to all institutions 

who hold Egyptological collections: how can exhibitions and galleries be creatively designed on a 

budget, and how can new exhibition spaces make Egypt more relevant for today and bridge the gap 

between ancient and modern Egypt? The first, more practical question was tackled by several speakers 

who had recently curated new displays on limited budgets (Gina Laycock, Stephanie Boonstra, Evelyn 

Palmer and Samantha Harris). These speakers proved that professional displays can be created with 

limited resources but that it is wise to focus those resources on well-designed graphics which will 

create an immediate and lasting impact for the visitor. The second, more complex question was 

imaginatively explored by Heba Abd el-Gawad and Dan Potter, who both suggested how the past 

histories of ancient Egypt and Egyptology can be used to inform our understanding of modern Egypt 

in a museum context, moving away from ‘conventional’ colonial narratives of excavation and display. 
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Objects illustrating the display of ‘unconventional’ 
Egyptian objects – replicas and modern artworks – were 
displayed at the workshop to promote discussion amongst 
the group and on social media 

 

Programme 

Reflections on Recent Redevelopments 

1:10 Gina Laycock, University of Liverpool, Garstang Museum 
Garstang Museum Redevelopment: Exhibition design on a budget 
 
1:35 Stephanie Boonstra, University of Birmingham, Eton Myers Collection 
Exhibiting the Unknown: The Display of Unprovenanced Material in the Eton Myers Collection, 
University of Birmingham 
 
14:00 Heba Abd el-Gawad, University of Durham, Musketeers, Curvy ladies, and Victorian crowd-
funders. Beyond Beauty exhibition and the complexities of the past and present of ancient Egypt 

New Exhibition Plans 

3:00 Dan Potter, National Museums of Scotland 
Redisplaying Ancient Egypt in National Museums Scotland 
 
3:25 Evelyn Palmer and Samantha Harris, Maidstone Museum 
Ancient Civilisations – a Collectively Curated New Space 
 
3:50 Bolton Museum and Art Gallery 
Update on new gallery developments 


