
ACCES WORKSHOP: 'EGYPTOLOGY IN THE NORTH-WEST: CONTEXTUALISING YOUR COLLECTION' 
 

Friday 15th November, 1.00-4.30pm. Manchester Museum 
 
The workshop consisted of nine 10-15 minute talks, each presenting an aspect of North-West object 
collectors and their relationship with particular institutions. A short period of discussion followed which 
allowed the attendees to discuss links between their collections. 
 
Campbell Price (Manchester Museum, Chair of ACCES) welcomed the group and provided some 
background to the development of ACCES over the past 12 months including the AGM which took place 
on 20th September 2013.  
 
Campbell then introduced the collectors associated with Manchester Museum's Egyptian and Sudanese 
collection including W.M.F. Petrie (1853-1942), Jesse Haworth (1835-1920) and Max Robinow (1846-
1900). This collection comprises around 16,000 objects, many of which have recently been redisplayed in 
the new Ancient Worlds suite of galleries which opened in October 2012 on the centenary of the opening 
of the first Egyptian gallery in the same space in 1912, funded by Jesse Haworth. Robinow and Haworth 
both funded Petrie’s Egyptian excavations, and received a proportion of the excavated finds in return 
which they donated to Manchester Museum. As a result Manchester’s collection draws heavily upon 
contextual material from Petrie’s excavation, but also contains material without a firm context purchased 
and donated from private collections including H. Martyn Kennard, Robert Gayer-Anderson, and William 
Sharpe Ogden. Personal links began to be drawn out between these individuals, including that Petrie 
used to live on the same street as Robinow. 
 
Anna Garnett (Manchester Museum, The British Museum) presented the background to Kendal 
Museum's Egyptian collection which she worked on as part of the MLA-funded Garstang 'Effective 
Collections' project from 2009-2011. The main collector associated with Kendal's collection is John Rankin 
(1845-1928), the wealthy head of a Liverpool-based merchant shipping company (Rankin, Gilmour & Co.) 
who also had a home near Kendal in New Hutton. Rankin was a member of John Garstang's (1876-1956) 
excavation financing committee and in return for his donations acquired a number of objects from 
Garstang's excavations. Rankin donated at least 40 objects to Kendal Museum in 1923, whilst also giving 
objects to other institutions including Sedbergh School (of which he was a Governor) and World Museum 
Liverpool. Kendal’s Egyptian collection comprises at least 147 objects, many of which are of high quality 
and of historical importance; particularly those objects from Garstang’s excavations in Abydos, Beni 
Hassan, Esna and Hierakonpolis. Kendal’s permanent collection was redisplayed in 2010, when labelling 
and images were reviewed to provide a more accessible display placed firmly in the context of Egyptian 
history, and the social history of the collection. 
 
Bryan Sitch (Manchester Museum) chose to focus his presentation on two individuals associated with 
Leeds and Hull: Aquila Dodgson (1830-1919) and Thomas Shepherd (1876-1945). Dodgson was an 
Egyptologist and Numismatist, as well as a congregational minister associated with the Lancashire cotton 
spinning industry. Like Jesse Haworth and Max Robinow (above), Dodgson funded Petrie’s excavations in 
Egypt and as a result formed his own collection of objects which he received in recognition of his financial 
support. Dodgson’s collection was supplemented by objects from other sources, including a wooden 
shabti of Sety I which was given to him by Amelia Edwards (1831-1892). Dodgson’s collection was broken 
up after his death and made its way around the country, and the world – for example his brother the 
Revd. James Dodgson gave part of the collection to Queens College, Melbourne Australia. This important 
collection of Egyptian objects is slowly being pieced back together, with some objects recently even 
entering Manchester Museum’s collection after being donated on behalf of the late Noel Feather, whose 
collection included several objects linked to Dodgson, from Petrie’s excavations. Some of these objects 
were made available to the group to handle, including some which still had their original Dodgson 
mounts (see images below).  
 



Frances Pritchard (Whitworth Art Gallery) discussed their collection of post-pharaonic textiles, which 
were originally donated to Manchester Museum and subsequently transferred to the Whitworth. This 
collection is linked to donations from several private collections including John Charles Robinson (1824-
1913), Greville John Chester (1830-1892), Robert Gayer-Anderson and Sir Henry Wellcome; unfortunately 
much of the material associated with these individuals was bought from dealers and so the context is 
now lost, which requires modern detective work to rediscover! Jesse Haworth and Max Robinow also 
both donated objects they received as a result of funding Petrie's excavations in Egypt. Sites represented 
by the Whitworth textiles include Akhmim, Antinoopolis (Gayer-Anderson's excavations and EEF 1913-14), 
Hawara and Kahun (Petrie) including 16 tunics, Qau el-Kebir and Badari. Interestingly, fragments from the 
same textiles made their way into different collections, including the V&A and private collections, 
meaning that Frances has been able to reconnect these fragments digitally based on style and technique, 
thus encouraging collaborations between institutions to better understand their collections. Frances 
emphasised to the group the importance of making the most of the Egyptian textile collections in the UK 
through study and exhibition. 
 
Carolyn Routledge (Bolton Museum and Art Gallery) presented the history of Bolton’s Egyptian collection, 
which comprises around 12,000 objects and is the most important British Local Authority collection in the 
UK. The majority of the collection was built up by Annie Barlow (1863-1941), the youngest child of Bolton 
textile magnate James Barlow. She became interested in ancient Egypt and visited Egypt herself in 1888, 
seeing sites including Bubastis, Naukratis and Tanis. She was educated at UCL and became Honorary 
Secretary of the Bolton branch of the Egypt Exploration Society while also funding Petrie’s excavations 
separately, thus receiving a share of the finds from the excavations which she donated to Bolton Museum. 
Bolton Museum therefore contains objects from most EES excavations from 1994 onwards including 
many objects from Amarna. As a textile town, Bolton had an interest in receiving textiles from Egypt as 
Egyptian linen was renowned in antiquity for its high quality; 19th Century weavers studied samples to 
try to improve their work and find inspiration for designs. The work of William (1843-1925) and Thomas 
(1875-1953) Midgley in the study of textiles and fibres gave Bolton an international reputation in this 
field, and they both held the title of curator at the Museum. As a result, archaeologists offered Bolton 
museum textiles from their excavations in return for an analysis of their finds. The Midgleys’ work 
appears in many excavation reports, and as a result the museum’s Egyptian textile collection, especially 
from the Coptic Period, is one of the most important in Britain.  
 
Following a short break, Ashley Cooke (World Museum Liverpool) gave us some background to National 
Museums Liverpool, which in total receives around 750,000 visitors per year. The antiquary Joseph Mayer 
(1803-1886) opened the first Egyptian museum in Liverpool in 1852, which contained his own collection 
comprising many objects purchased from the collection of Henry Salt including Papyrus Mayer A and B; 
the tomb robbery papyri. Mayer's objects were distinguished by his object numbers, which consisted of a 
5-digit number with 'M' at either the beginning or end. Ashley emphasised that Mayer was somewhat of 
a reluctant collector and also sold off 'duplicate' objects from his collection. This collection subsequently 
became the Liverpool City Museum, which also received a large selection of objects (including incomplete 
or fragmentary objects) from Egypt Exploration Society excavations, meaning that during the early 20th 
century the galleries were fit to bursting and the whole collection was representative of ancient Egyptian 
material culture. The Museum also received the EES publications which contained their objects, meaning 
that the curators could rely on them for information about their objects.   
 
Liverpool’s port was an important hub for Egyptological activity in the late 19th and early 20th centuries: 
Petrie travelled through the port when he sailed to and from Egypt, as did Amelia Edwards. As well as 
Mayer and Petrie material, Liverpool's collection also contains objects from Amelia Edwards’ personal 
collection and from the collections of the Rev. Grevile John Chester, Sir Francis Danson (1855-1926) (who 
was also a sponsor of Garstang), and from the auction of the collection of  Revd. William MacGregor 
(1848-1937); objects from this collection often preserve their original auction labels. Heavy bombing of 
Liverpool during WWII hit the Museum hard particularly during the May Blitz of 1941 (see below), and 
many objects were destroyed. The collection was subsequently reduced to 11,000 objects, and the 
collection received additional objects following the purchase of 4500 objects from the Norwich Castle 



Collection, 1000 objects from the collection of Flaxman Spurrell (a friend of Petrie), and also objects from 
the collection of H. Rider Haggard including a gold ring from Amarna which he wore (and broke!), thus 
serving to popularise Egyptology in the West. Finally, Ashley emphasised that WML's collection is being 
prepared to go online, and that each object record would have an associated 'related people' tab to 
connect the collection with its collectors.  
 
Steven Snape (University of Liverpool) then went on to talk about John Garstang and his excavations in 
Egypt and Sudan. Garstang, like Petrie, operated much like a Limited Company - obtaining funding for his 
fieldwork from wealthy donors, who then received a share of his finds, meaning that Garstang objects are 
scattered far and wide both nationally and internationally. He deliberately targeted cemetery sites which 
he knew would yield a large quantity of high-quality finds. Garstang also put an advert in The Times 
offering duplicate Egyptian pottery from his excavations at Beni Hassan to any museums, prioritising 
those in the UK, so long as they could afford the postage. Garstang worked methodically - he compiled a 
detailed record of his excavations using field notebooks and archaeological photographs, which are 
currently held in the archives of the Garstang Museum of Archaeology (see images below). During recent 
years, attempts to reconnect Garstang objects with their archives - their histories - have been made. 
Steven emphasised that is has been both interesting and challenging to reconnect this material; one 
example is Tomb 321A which originally contained objects now held by World Museum Liverpool, Bolton 
Museum and Art Gallery, and the Garstang Museum - truly connecting these North-West institutions! 
Museums all over the world undoubtedly still contain batches of Garstang objects which are yet to be 
discovered, so there is still plenty of work to be done.  
 
Rose Smith (West Park Museum) then spoke about Macclesfield's West Park Museum on behalf of Alan 
Hayward (Honorary Curator, West Park Museum) who unfortunately was forced to miss the workshop 
due to illness. She presented Marianne Brocklehurst (1832-1898) and Mary Booth, two local ladies who 
travelled down the Nile during 1873-4; the same time as Amelia Edwards made the trip. The two ladies 
were known collectively as the ‘MBs’ and as well as being a friend of Amelia Edwards, Marianne was also 
the daughter of Macclesfield’s first MP. On her voyage, Marianne produced vivid watercolour scenes of 
what she saw, which have recently been lent to Leiden, and recorded her thoughts in a diary which has 
since been published, along with the watercolours, in a lovely little book. Marianne also collected 
Egyptian objects on her trip, including a coffin, which she brought back to Macclesfield. She then 
organised the first exhibition of her Egyptian collection, where some objects were glued to little cards! 
Marianne also sponsored Petrie's excavations in Egypt and as a result received a portion of his finds 
which also now make up West Park's collection. Some of these objects have since been reunited with 
their original EES object cards, detailing where they came from. A soul house in the collection, also 
excavated by Petrie, was recently conserved by the Lancashire Conservation Studios and featured in the 
local news and on North West Tonight, serving to highlight the importance of Macclesfield’s collection. 
 
Finally, Joanne Chamberlain (Goodison Collection, Southport) presented a short introduction to 
Southport's Egyptian collection, which consists of 1000 objects from the collection of Miss Goodison, who 
travelled to Egypt twice herself in 1887 and 1897, collecting objects along the way which were exhibited 
in her own personal museum. She lived in Southport, also having a home in Coniston next-door to John 
Ruskin, and was associated with Everton's Goodison Park stadium. This collection was recorded by Percy 
Newberry in the early 20th century and then again by Rosalie David in the 1990s. Unfortunately, since 
Newberry documented the objects several have since gone astray, but HLF funding will now allow the 
remaining collection to be redisplayed for the first time in over 40 years.  
 
A period of informal discussion followed, which was facilitated by Campbell Price who had arranged for a 
selection of objects from Manchester Museum's collection associated with particular North-West 
collections and collectors to be handled by the group. Topics of conversation included the details of the 
UNESCO Convention of 1982 preventing the export of Egyptian objects, and how this impacts on 
reuniting material, and also on the scientific sampling of material in Egypt.  
 



We also had a 'wow' moment when two fragments from the same limestone relief, dating to the 18th 
Dynasty from Thebes, were reunited - one is in Manchester's collection and the other was brought along 
by Carolyn Routledge and is in Bolton's collection. So this was truly a link between north-west Egyptian 
collections!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our ‘wow’ moment when Campbell and Carolyn reunited Manchester and Bolton’s two fragments from 
the same 18th Dynasty relief, depicting a head with a wig, from Deir el-Bahri (courtesy of Carolyn 

Routledge) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Example of John Garstang’s object numbering system (left) on an object from Kendal Museum: in pencil 
‘493 A08’ meaning Tomb 493, Abydos [excavated in] 1908. Copy of a page from Garstang’s excavation 

notebook from Abydos (right), showing the position of skeletons in a tomb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liverpool Museum’s entrance hall before (left) and after (right) the May Blitz of 1941 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Examples of objects from Aquila Dodgson’s collection which have recently been donated to Manchester 
Museum as part of the Noel Feather collection 

 
 
 

---------------- 
 
 
Feedback from the workshop 
 
What was the most useful aspect of today's meeting? 
 
- Networking and hearing about other collectors in the area 
- Learning about the history of collections - object markings etc., donors of collections 
- Meeting others and improving my own knowledge of Egyptology and the collections in the North-West 
- Meeting curators from different collections, discussing how collections fit alongside each other and how 
they can be used collaboratively 
- Keeping up with what other museums are doing 
- Making connections across collections 
- I enjoyed all of it 
- Good comprehensive overview of North-West Egyptology collections 
- Cross-over comparing information about collectors whose objects ended up in different institutions 
- The different collectors in the North-West - really interesting, some of which I'd never heard of. Also 
useful to see their 'marks' for when we visit new collections/revisit our images. We'll keep you posted! 
 
What themes would you like to see at future ACCES workshops? 
 
- Using Egyptian collections in education and outreach, conserving Egyptian collections and best practice 
with handling and caring for materials 
- Perhaps more on Garstang and his photography, and other pieces that were split up 
- Any - I'm sure they would all be useful to us! 
- Any information on what other venues are doing with education and Egyptology 
- Focus on particular sites 
- Distribution lists - how to trace them, track objects and reunite them! Ostraca, botanical specimens 
- Conservation 
 

 


