
LMB – 12.05.2018 

Papyrus Training at the Petrie Museum – Summary of Workshop 16.04.2018 

Following the completion of the very successful ACE/DDF funded Papyrus for the People 

project, the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology and ACCES, the Subject Specialist 

Network for curators responsible for collections from Egypt and Sudan, hosted a day of 

training for museum professionals on 16th April 2018.  

The project team offered training and advice for: identification, provenance, documentation, 

photography, basic conservation, collections management, programming and public 

engagement with papyrus collections. Egyptological and conservation specialists were also 

on hand throughout the day to offer informal advice and information.   

Talks were given by Joseph Clayton, Daniela Colomo, Vania Assis, Louise Bascombe, 

Helen Pike, Maria Ragan and Anna Garnett.  

The day was very well received and the fourteen attendees, many of whom were students or 

volunteers, emphasised how much they learnt from the workshop. Of particular interest to 

those with more established careers was the section on conservation, as they were able to 

recognise issues in their own collections and find out how to fix them. Since the workshop 

has concluded, the Petrie Museum has been asked to give a recommendation for papyrus 

conservation supplies and for advice regarding how to best preserve papyrus in cartonnage. 

This workshop proved to be a great opportunity to network, as those working in smaller 

museums or at the beginning of their careers, could talk to those working in collections with 

more established policies in managing papyri collections. It also served as a place to discuss 

differences in best practice between countries, as one particular attendee was from the 

National Museum of Hungary.  

At the conclusion of the workshop, the Petrie Museum sent out links to a variety of 

resources, so that the attendees could have access to the publications and websites 

mentioned by the speakers, and an evaluation form to gain feedback for the event. From 

this, we received many positive responses and suggestions for the future, including a 

request for more hands-on, practical activities.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Related Resources 
 

 Griffith’s 1898 Publication of the Petrie Hieratic Papyri from Lahun and Gurob: 
https://archive.org/details/hieraticpapyrifr00grifuoft 

 The Petrie Museum Catalogue – where all of our 80,000+ objects, including 
papyri, are available online (full information revealed by the project will go live 
after we have moved our data to a new system in July 2018): 

http://petriecat.museums.ucl.ac.uk/ 

 Papyri.info – an aggregator of many different databases, which you can use to 
find texts in a variety of languages: 

http://papyri.info/ 

 Really useful basic guide to hieroglyphs: 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&ua

ct=8&ved=0ahUKEwjG2rmQ2MjaAhVDKsAKHblsDZMQFgguMAE&url=https%3A%2

F%2Fwww.andrew.cmu.edu%2Fcourse%2F98-

030%2Fwriting.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1IXNil-34ef4xy4BIKwlHo 

 Oxyrhynchus Papyri Website: 
http://www.papyrology.ox.ac.uk/POxy/ 

 The Egypt Exploration Society – the go to for Egyptological archives/specialist 
publications (plus some training opportunities): 

https://www.ees.ac.uk/ 

 ACCES – for curatorial support on Egyptian and Sudanese collections: 
https://accesssn.wordpress.com/  

 Artefacts of Excavation – gives information about excavations in Egypt and 
the dispersal of excavated material: 

http://egyptartefacts.griffith.ox.ac.uk/  

 Digital Egypt – an extremely excellent resource with accurate general 
information on ancient Egypt, including scripts: 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums-static/digitalegypt/ 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums-static/digitalegypt/writing/writing.html 

 An interesting blog by conservator Bridget Leach (British Museum) outlining 
some of the treatments she used prior to an exhibition: 

https://blog.britishmuseum.org/faith-after-the-pharaohs-egyptian-papyri-conservation/  

 Conservation of papyri at the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge: 
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/gallery/papyrus/conservation/index.html  

 The Fourth Papyrus Curatorial and Conservation Meeting at the British 
Library, email to go as a delegate (there are some bursaries available) June 
21st-22nd 2018. Excellent opportunity to connect to other collections involved in 
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conservation/digitisation/curatorial projects – there will also be a paper on the 
Papyrus for the People project!  

http://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2017/11/call-for-papers-the-fourth-papyrus-

curatorial-and-conservation-meeting.html 

 Petrie Museum Papyrus for the People project Blogs (for more general 
information of the various aspects of working with a papyrus collection): 

https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/museums/tag/papyrus-for-the-people/  

 Papyrus for the People project Page: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/culture/projects/papyrus-people  
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